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The Last Days 

Pastor Larry Mitchell presents part four of his series 

the “Last Days”. He will answer some of the burning 

questions we all have about the “Last Days”, what that 

term means biblically, and how it applies to us as 

Christians.  

Make sure to check back in the next Hope Gazette for 

Part FIVE! Pastor Larry Mitchell 
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“RAPTURES of the TRIBULATION” 

 Alright, The Question That Has Continued to 
Be Asked, ( Ever Since the TIME of the 
Apostles ) . . .  “When Shall the END COME?”  

OR MAYBE, a MORE UP-To-DATE QUESTION, 
“WHEN WILL the “RAPTURE, or the “Catching 
Away” of the Church . . HAPPEN ? 

IF WE ARE The RAPTURE Generation, . . [Like I 
Believe WE ARE !] THEN It ONLY Makes Sense, 
. That WE SHOULD KNOW SOMETHING ABOUT 
the “RAPTURE!”  

         . . Because WHAT Seems So Amazing To 
Me, IS The Amount of PEOPLE, WHO TALK 
About the RAPTURE, . . BUT They KNOW So   
Very LITTLE ABOUT IT ! 

    . . . AND It’s Also AMAZING, The Amount of 
People, Who Say They Believe In the BIBLE, . . 
BUT THEY DON’T BELIEVE In the “RAPTURE   
Of the CHURCH !” 

Some Churches TEACH That You’re NOT 
Suppose to INTERPRET the Scriptures 
LITERALLY. THEY Suggest That the Scriptures 
Can ONLY BE Interpreted, “ALLEGORICALLY !”  

   . . BUT My Question is;  “Were ENOCH . . . 
and ELIJAH, . . and JESUS, ONLY Symbolically or 
Allegorically, “CAUGHT UP ?” 

“ABSOLUTELY NOT !” AS WE’VE STUDIED 
THUS FAR, . . . We've Already Looked At THREE  
LITERAL, BIBLICAL"RAPTURES," . . Which Have 
Already HAPPENED, [Including GOD’S OWN 
SON ] . . . Which Should Be Enough to Establish 
the FACT, . . . That WE, . .   Have Every Reason 
to ALSO Believe, That WE, [the CHURCH,] . .   
WILL BE "RAPTURED" UP OUT of HERE, . . At 
GOIN' HOME TIME !! 

JESUS Says; In MATT. 18:16  "that in the Mouth 
of TWO or THREE Witnesses, Let Every Word 
Be Established." 

I THESS. 4:16-18 says; "For the Lord himself 
shall descend From heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel, And with the trump 
of God; And the dead in Christ shall rise first." 
"Then we, which are alive and remain, shall be " 
CAUGHT UP," together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air; And so shall we ever 
be with the Lord." "Wherefore, COMFORT One 
Another with These Words." 

“WHY Would JESUS Tell Us To COMFORT One 
Another IF THESE WORDS . . WEREN’T TRUE ?” 

AND I BELIEVE . . We're So Close to the 
RAPTURE, RIGHT NOW,... That WE DON’T Even 
Have TIME to BUY GREEN BANANAS ! 

ALRIGHT, SO, the "RAPTURE of the Church. . 
[the Bride of Christ,] Is RAPTURE Number 
FOUR, . . . BUT For the Sake of SUSPENSE, . . 
LOL 

 I'd Like to GO ON to “RAPTURES 5 and 6 “.. 
And We'll Come Back to the “RAPTURE of the 
CHURCH” a Little LATER ! 

****************************************     
ALRIGHT, “TRADITIONALLY,” Speaking, . 
.Usually ALL WE EVER HEAR Being TAUGHT 
About, . . IS ONE RAPTURE, . . And THAT IS,  
The “RAPTURE of the CHURCH,” . . “GOD’S 
PEOPLE,” . . THOSE WHO Have GIVEN Their 
HEART AND LIFE, . . To the LORDSHIP of JESUS 
CHRIST! BUT ACTUALLY The BIBLE Talks About 
SEVEN RAPTURES  

NOW, . . Whether It’s ONE PERSON, . . Or a 
THOUSAND PERSONS, Lol  “WHAT . . Makes IT 
a “RAPTURE,” Doesn’t Depend On HOW MANY, 
. . . BUT Its “HOW IT OCCURS !” . . It’s the 
“CATCHING AWAY,”  Or It’s the Being, 
“CAUGHT UP” To the HEAVENLIES To BE With 
JESUS 
**************************************** 

OKAY, the FIFTH RAPTURE, That Will Take 
Place, WILL BE the GATHERING Together Unto 
the Lord, or the “CATCHING UP” From the 
Earth, to the Heavens, ALL of the Saints That 
Came Out of the TRIBULATION, WHO Realized 
That JESUS [YAH-SHUA] Was Truly the 
Promised ONE, The MESSIAH [HAMASHIACK] . 
. The CHRIST !! . . . As Recorded IN REV. 7:9-17 

"After this I beheld, and lo, a Great Multitude, 
which No Man could Number, of all Nations, and 
Kindreds, and People, and Tongues, stood 
before the throne, and before the lamb, clothed 
with white robes, and palms in their hands; and 
cried with a loud voice, saying, "Salvation to our 
GOD which sits upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb." 

         "And all the angels stood round about the 
throne, and about the elders and the four 
beasts, and fell before the throne on their 
faces, and worshipped God, saying Amen; 
Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and 
thanksgiving, and honor and power, and might, 
be unto our God for ever and ever, Amen." 

         " And one of the Elders answered and said 
to me, who are these which are arrayed in white 
robes? And where did they come from ?" 

 "And I said to him, Sir, you know.” And he said 
to me, These are they which came out of 
GREAT TRIBULATION, and have Washed their 
Robes, and made them White in the BLOOD of 
the LAMB."  . . . . .  
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 "Therefore, THEY are BEFORE the Throne of 
GOD, and serve him day and night in his temple; 
And He that sits on the throne shall dwell 
among them. "They shall hunger no more, 
neither thirst any more;”        “Neither shall the 
sun light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb  
which is in the midst of the throne shall feed 
them, and Shall lead them unto living fountains 
of waters; And God Shall Wipe Away All Tears 
From Their Eyes."  

The BIBLE Says There Will Be A GREAT 
MULTITUDE, Which NO MAN Could Number, . . 
FROM ALL Nations, and Kindreds, and People, 
and Tongues, . . AND THIS MULTITUDE, . . 
THEY Are the SAME Ones Who Will Stand 
Before the THRONE of GOD, Clothed With 
White Robes!  

Alright Now, . . AS Tradition Would Have IT, . . 
THIS is NOT the RAPTURE of the BRIDE of 
CHRIST! 

Scripture TELLS US, That the CHURCH is Gonna 
Be "CAUGHT UP," OUTTA  HERE, . . Sometime 
BEFORE the “WRATH of GOD” Is Poured Out, . . 
Which is a “TIME,” Called the “GREAT 
TRIBULATION !!    [Which is The Last 3 ½ 
Years ]. . . THIS IS the REALLY ROUGH STUFF, 
Where the “SEVEN TRUMPETS,” in  REV. 8-9 . . 
Are SOUNDED, . . and the “SEVEN VIALS Are 
Poured Out, . . in REV. 16  . . Where IF GOD 
Doesn’t Shorten the Days, . . . . There Won’t 
BE . . ANYONE LEFT !! 

 [ ZECH. 14:2-3    MATT. 24:22     MARK 13:20 ] 

The RAPTURE, That  We’re Talking About HERE, 
.. is That Of a Great  Multitude of Saints That’s 
Gonna Be SAVED DURING the Tribulation    
Period, .. Through the Ministry of 144,000 
Jewish Evangelists! (According to REV. 7:4 -9) 

AFTER the FIRST 3 ½ Years of Tribulation, . . 
WHEN the ANTI-CHRIST Breaks His Agreement 
With ISRAEL, . . Becoming Hostile Towards 
Them, ALL of a SUDDEN, HE Moves In to 
DESTROY GOD’S People, . . . BUT GOD Is 
Already One-Step Ahead of the VARMINT,  
AND HE RAPTURES These Tribulation Saints 
OUTTA HERE !!  

NOW, Its Pretty Hard to Make WAR With 
Somebody That’s NO Longer Around! LOL  -  
AMEN ?  

“I DON'T SEE HOW THE DEVIL TAKES IT ?”   

IT MUST BE Pretty Exasperating, That Every 
Time the DEVIL  PLANS  Something Like THIS, . 
. GOD Does Something to SPOIL HIS Plans !     
LOL [ Must Be a Slow Learner ! ]  

“ I Say, The Boy Ain’t STUPID, . . HE Just Ain’t 
Payin’ ATTENTION !” “DON’T You Know That 
HAS TO BE EMBARASSING !!!” 

I Believe When WE Carefully Look at the 
Description of Those Who Are Involved Here, In 
THIS 5th RAPTURE, . . . WE Can Plainly See 
That THIS ISN’T the CHURCH, . . . It’s NOT the 
BRANCH That Was Adopted, or GRAFTED Into 
the VINE, . . BUT Its ISRAEL !. . . These People 
Don't FIT Any of the Descriptions of the BODY 
of  CHRIST Given IN  ITHESS. 4 . . REV. 4 and 5  

 JESUS Doesn't MEET THEM IN the AIR, as HE 
Does His Church ! 

There’s No Sounding of a Trumpet  

They're NOT Presented With Any Crowns of 
GOLD ! 

They Don't Sing the NEW SONG, . . BUT They 
DO Sing the SONG of Moses and the Lamb ! 
(Rep. OLD & NEW) 

 REV. 7:14 says; "These are they which came 
out of Great Tribulation, And have washed their 
robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb." 

THIS Scripture Suggests That These People 
Already Had ROBES, [People of  GOD] . . But 
GOT Em DIRTY ! [By Their Refusal Of 
ACCEPTING JESUS As Their MESSIAH,] . . BUT 
During The TRIBULATION, Their EYES Were 
OPENED And They Washed Their ROBES, . . 
They Cleansed Them In the BLOOD of the 
LAMB! THEY ACCEPTED THE TRUTH Of JESUS, 
BEING THEIR LONG AWAITED MESSIAH ! 

THESE Are Tribulation’s “SAINT’S,”. 
.“ISRAELI’S,”. .“PRODIGAL’S,” MULTITUDES 
Who Had a Relationship With the GOD of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, . . , BUT Were 
Unfaithful TO BE Servants to the SON of 
GOD !!  . . ."FOOLISH VIRGINS," as MATT. 25:1-
10 Tells US, . . Who Had Been BLINDED BY the 
LEAVEN of the PHARISEES ! . . BLINDED BY   
RELIGIOUS TRADITION That Kept Them From 
SEEING the TRUE, PROMISED MESSIAH !! 

 Their Robes WERE SOILED, By Their Idolatry, 
And The Hardness of Their Hearts, . . . BUT 
NOW, [During the Great Tribulation] Their 
ROBES Were CLEANSED in the BLOOD of the 
LAMB, Through the Revelation Of the TRUTH! 

"RAPTURE" Number 6 Involves the 144,000 
JEWISH Evangelists, or Prophets !  [And Believe 
Me, . . They’re NOT Jehovah’s Witnesses]. 
...WHO Are Described IN REV. Chapters 7 & 14 

 REV. 7:1- 4 says;" And after these things, I saw 
four angels standing on the four corners of the 
earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that 
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the wind should not blow in the earth, nor on 
the sea, nor on any tree." " And I saw another 
angel ascending from the east having the SEAL 
of the Living GOD;  

“And He cried with a loud Voice to the four 
angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth 
and the sea, saying, hurt not the earth, neither 
the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the 
servants of our GOD in their Foreheads." 

"And I heard the Number of them which were 
Sealed; and there were Sealed an Hundred and 
Forty and Four Thousand of All the Tribes, of 
the Children OF Israel." 

REV. 14:1-5 says;" And I looked, and lo, a Lamb 
stood on Mount Sion, and with him, an hundred 
and forty - four thousand having his Father's 
Name Written in their Foreheads."   . .   

" And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice 
of many waters, and as the voice of a great 
thunder; And I heard the voice of Harpers, . .  
harping with their harps; And they sung as it 
were, a New Song before the throne, and 
before the four beasts, and the elders; And no 
man could learn that song but the Hundred and 
forty-four thousand, which were Redeemed 
from the earth." 

"These are they which were not defiled with 
women; For they are virgins. These are they 
which follow the Lamb where Ever he goes. 
These were redeemed from among men, being 
the First fruits unto God and to the Lamb." 
"And in their mouth was found no guile; For 
they are Without fault before the throne of 
God." 

Now Once Again. . VERSE 5 . . Clearly Places 
These 144,000 “BORN-AGAIN,” MESSIANIC 
JEWISH EVANGELISTS, . . . STANDING and    
SINGING, BEFORE the VERY THRONE of the 
LIVING GOD !! . .  “IT’S PLAIN They're NO 
Longer ON the EARTH !!”  

. . AND Whether THEY Were RAPTURED  OUT 
of HERE TOTALLY UNSCATHED?. . . OR . . 
“Whether THEY Were ALL BEHEADED . . AND  
THEN, RAPTURED ?   IT’S UNCLEAR, . . BUT IT 
DON’T MATTER !  

REV. 12:11 Says; “And They OVERCAME HIM, By 
the BLOOD of the LAMB, and By The WORD of 
Their TESTIMONY;” AND THEY LOVED NOT 
THEIR LIVES UNTO DEATH!” 

WHAT WE DO KNOW, According To These 
Passages of Scripture, is That, THEY Clearly 
Describe “A RAPTURE,” or the “CATCHING 
AWAY of These 144,000 JEWISH Evangelists,.. 
AFTER THEY FINISHED Their MINISTRY !!   

. . . AND Of Course, the Primary Ministry, of 
These 144,000 Are to the PEOPLE of ISRAEL !  
DURING the Tribulation Period, GOD Will DEAL 
Directly to the People Of ISRAEL, . . Through 
These 144,000 Evangelistic Prophets, JUST Like 
HE Did IN the Old Testament ! 

 HE Deals With HIS BRIDE, or the CHURCH, 
Through the Abiding Presence of the HOLY 
SPIRIT, . . . BUT NOW, Its BACK . . Just Like IT 
Was BEFORE the CHURCH Was BORN, . . 
Through the PROPHETS ! 

During the TRIBULATION, Even Though GOD is 
NOW Ministering to HIS Beloved ISRAEL, . . . 
[the Jewish Nation,] . . The GENTILES, STILL 
Have a CHANCE to COME IN, TOO ! 

AND WHEN the 144,000, Finish Their Ministry, 
.. the Word Says Here IN REV. 14:1 . . That 
JESUS is Gonna MEET THEM, There ON 
MOUNT ZION. 

IT Says, As the MUSIC PLAYS From Out of 
Heaven, They're All Learning and They’re 
Singing the “NEW SONG” That the CHURCH  
SANG, . . “The SONG of the REDEEMED,” . .                        
. . . . . . BUT THEN, SUDDENLY, . .. THEY Find 
Themselves SINGING, . . Standing Before the 
Throne of GOD, . . Which is the ONLY Group, 
[Besides the LORD’S CHURCH,] That is 
PERMITTED to SING THIS SONG ! 

AND I THINK THIS Should Give US An 
Approximate TIME of Their ARRIVAL, . . Which 
is RIGHT BEFORE the Marriage Supper of the 
LAMB, . . Which IS Sometime Before the  
“REVELATION of CHRIST,”  [Which I Might 
ADD; Once Again; . . . That THIS ISN’T the 
RAPTURE, When the LORD COMES To Meet the 
Church In the AIR,] . . . . BUT IT’S WHEN HE 
Comes Back and TOUCHES DOWN ON the Mt. 
of OLIVES !   

 ACTS 1:11 . . “THIS Same JESUS, WHO is TAKEN 
UP From You into Heaven, WILL COME BACK In 
the Same Manner as You Have SEEN HIM GO !” 

 OKAY, Keeping In Mind, That RAPTURE 1- 2 
and  3 Involved Individuals, . . . . . …. BUT, 
RAPTURES   5 and 6  Involve . . A GREATER  
MULTITUDE of PEOPLE!  SO, IT’S JUST as EASY 
For GOD to TAKE UP a TRUCK LOAD of PEOPLE, 
AS IT IS For HIM To RAPTURE, . . Or 
TRANSLATE An INDIVIDUAL! “QUANTITY IS NO 
PROBLEM With GOD !” 

 IN OUR NEXT LESSON, WE WANT TO CLEAR 
UP SOME MIS-CONCEPTIONS ON THE 
“TIMING” and the “SEASON,”  OF “WHEN” The 
“RAPTURE” MIGHT BE! DON’T MISS IT !!     
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The following is a compilation of poetry and writings I have written through the years. They convey my 
struggles, victories and growth in the Lord. It is my hope that you will receive some hope and 
encouragement and strength in  your walk as you trust in Him for your  life  journey. 

 
 
 

You Can Be Good Without God 
 
You cannot be good without God, 
God says none is good, there is no good thing in us 
God created us with a void in our heart which only He can fill 
If you don't believe in Him then you will live your whole life 
with an emptiness. 
The world cannot fill the void, no matter how you try, it will be futile 
God created us to worship Him and Him only, 
If you love the world more than God you cannot be one of His, 
God wishes none should perish, even those who do not believe in Him, 
He is the only way to heaven and without Him you are doomed to an eternal hell 
so denying Him while you are alive will only bring you grief 
But since you don't believe in Him you have only yourself to blame 
Because Jesus is the only name by which you can be saved 
If you don't believe in God then you don't believe in His son, 
And the only way to God is through His son (John 6:44) 
My prayer is that you come to know Him before it is to late, 
Or eternal torment will be you fate. 
 
 

Respect 
 
Do you respect the man, his character, 
Or do you fear retribution for your actions? 
Who deserves respect over another, 
your mother, sister or brother? 
 
Respect is earned, not handed out like candy, 
You don't buy it from a store 
Respect doesn't seem to matter anymore, 
With violence stating the norm 
Respect comes with who has the gun, 
no one wants to die to prove he has the right, 
or fight for respect. 
 
Respect is a two way street, 
It must be given to be returned, 
It cannot be demanded 
when will you learn to give it back? 
Do it it before it's to late, 
Or death may be your fate. 
                                        
 
 
 
 MVP 
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African Christianity:  

The Work of the  

Holy Spirit 

Part One 
Douglas Jacobsen 

IN DECEMBER 1999, the Eighth General Assembly of 

the World Council of Churches (WCC) convened in 

Harare, Zimbabwe. It was truly a gathering of the 

nations, and the massive worship tent was visually 

alive with a stunning diversity of colorful fabrics and 

regional fashions. One of the most meaningful 

worship services focused on the “healing of the 

nations” and was based on the text of Revelation 

22:1–2: “Then the angel showed me the river of the 

water of life. . . . On each side of the river stood the 

tree of life. . . . And the leaves of the tree are for the 

healing of the nations.” Worship leaders distributed 

leaves from a local vegetable, which worshipers then 

exchanged with others nearby, repeating the words, 

“Take and eat for the healing of your country.” All of 

the participants then took the leaves and ate them.  

There were good reasons for highlighting peace and 

reconciliation because the years leading up to the 

WCC assembly had been violent ones in many parts 

of the host continent. The genocide in Rwanda had 

occurred a few years earlier, and South Africa had 

only recently transitioned to majority rule after years 

of bloody struggle against apartheid. At the time the 

Harare Assembly was in session, Liberia was ruled by 

Charles Taylor and was embroiled in a vicious civil 

war; the child soldiers of the Lord’s Resistance Army, 

led by Joseph Kony, were terrorizing Uganda; and 

fighting between factions in northern and southern 

Sudan was at its peak.  

The WCC had gathered in Africa only one time 

before, in 1975 in Nairobi, Kenya. That earlier 

assembly was a celebration of Africa’s transition—

both in general and in Christian terms—from colonial 

rule to postcolonial independence. When the Nairobi 

assembly had gathered in 1975, about 11 percent of 

the world’s Christians were residents of Africa. At 

the time of the Harare gathering in 1999, just twenty

-four years later, the number of Christians in Africa 

had skyrocketed, leaping to 19 percent of the 

world’s Christian population. By 2030, more 

Christians will live in Africa than in any other 

continent.  

Harare had been selected as the conference site 

both to underscore Christianity’s fantastic growth in 

Africa and to draw attention to the region’s 

challenges. President Nelson Mandela of South 

Africa made a special appearance at the assembly 

and so did Robert Mugabe, the president of 

Zimbabwe. Mugabe arrived with a large entourage 

intended to demonstrate his power and importance. 

Mandela, by contrast, came alone. He thanked those 

in attendance for their support and said it was the 

prayers of the churches that had kept him alive 

during his long years in prison. He spoke poignantly 

of Western missionaries who taught him in their 

schools and cared for him at their hospitals. Rather 

than rehearsing the crimes of colonialism, which he 

knew all too well from personal experience, Mandela 

chose instead to express gratitude to the WCC for its 

strong advocacy of his leadership and for its 

unequivocal stand against apartheid. No one doubts 

that Christianity has had an enormous impact on the 
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continent for both good and ill, but Mandela 

emphasized the positive. Africa is now beginning to 

exert enormous influence on Christianity all around 

the world. If Mandela’s vision prevails, that influence 

will be one of humility, justice, reconciliation, and 

hope.  

The History of African Christianity  

There are two historical layers of Christianity in 

Africa: one ancient, the other more recent in origin. 

Africa’s ancient Christianity dates back to the very 

beginning of the Christian movement, and it is 

preserved in today’s Orthodox Christian churches of 

Egypt and Ethiopia. Africa’s more recently 

formulated version of Christianity was planted in the 

late 1400s but did not fully blossom until the 

twentieth century. The following narrative tells the 

story of these two African expressions of faith in 

Jesus. The first section provides a brief overview of 

older African Christianity from the time of the 

apostles to the fifteenth century. This is followed by 

three sections discussing Africa’s more recent 

encounter with European Christianity: starting with 

the precolonial period (1400s to 1880), moving 

through European colonial rule (1880–1960), and 

ending with the postcolonial era (since 1960). 

Christianity would not exist in Africa if the 

missionaries that Mandela praised in his speech at 

the WCC had never arrived, but African Christianity is 

what it is today because Africans took that message, 

reinterpreted it through the lens of their own African 

experience, and made it their own.  

Ancient African Christianity from the First Century 

to the Late 1400s  

Christianity has deep roots in Africa. Africans from 

Egypt and Libya were present on the day of 

Pentecost when the apostle Peter preached to a 

crowd gathered in Jerusalem, and they spread the 

message of Jesus when they returned to their native 

lands. By the late second century, there were 

Christians living all along the North African coast. By 

the fourth century, Christianity was present in Aksum 

(Ethiopia), and from there it soon spread to Nubia 

(Sudan). African church leaders and theologians 

played a major role in shaping early Christian history. 

Origen (185–254), who lived in the city of Alexandria 

in Egypt, is often identified as the first systematic 

Christian theologian. Athanasius Athanasius (296–

373), who also lived in Egypt, championed the full 

divinity of Christ at the Council of Nicaea. Augustine 

(354–430), who lived in what is now northeastern 

Algeria, is often cited as the most influential thinker 

in all of Christian history.  

African Christianity began to decline in the mid-600s 

when Islam took over much of the region. The 

Prophet Muhammad died in 632, and his followers 

began spreading the message of Islam to areas far 

beyond the Arabian Peninsula. By the year 700, all of 

North Africa was under the control of the Islamic 

Caliphate. (The caliph is the successor of Muhammad 

and head of the Islamic community, a position that is 

both religious and political in nature.)  

At first, Christians in the conquered territory were 

not encouraged to convert. The Muslim rulers 

imposed a special tax (jizra) on non-Muslims, and 

conversions diminished this source of revenue. After 

750, a new dynasty (the Abbasids) took control of 

the Caliphate—one that placed greater emphasis on 

religious uniformity—and pressure to convert 

increased. The Christian population declined 

significantly, and by the year 1000 Christianity had 

been eliminated from much of North Africa. Two 

exceptions to this general pattern were the Coptic 

church in Egypt and the Ethiopian church further 

south that both remained strong. Over the next 

several centuries, Islam expanded southward down 

the eastern coast of Africa and southwest across the 

Sahara to West Africa. By 1400, Africa was a 

religiously divided continent, with Islam dominant in 



13 

the north and traditional African religions continuing 

to flourish in the south. 

Early Modern Encounters with European 

Christianity (Late 1400s to 1800s)  

In the late 1400s, Portugal began sending ships down 

the Atlantic coast of Africa, exploring possibilities for 

trade, looking for allies who might help them combat 

Islam, and seeking to convert local people to the 

Catholic faith.1 In 1491, Portuguese missionaries 

arrived in the central African region known as the 

Congo (now Angola). Within a few years they had 

baptized the king. That king soon recanted his 

conversion, but his son remained a faithful Christian 

and soon ascended to the throne. Ruling as King 

Afonso I (1506–1543), Mvemba Nzinga reorganized 

the local calendar around Christian holy days, 

collected and destroyed the ritual objects of 

traditional African religion, and built churches across 

his domain. Sometimes he took the pulpit after 

Sunday Mass to instruct the people about how to live 

as followers of Jesus. Eventually, Afonso sent his son, 

Henrique, to Portugal to be trained and ordained as 

a priest. The son returned not only as a priest but as 

a full-fledged bishop, and Congo seemed poised to 

become a thoroughly Catholic state.  

But the tide soon changed. Henrique died shortly 

after returning to the region, and no one was willing 

or able to take over his place as bishop. Celibacy was 

a major stumbling block. African Christians valued 

large families, and they could not comprehend why a 

man would voluntarily deny himself a family in order 

to become a priest. The Congolese asked Rome to 

allow their priests to marry, but the request was 

denied and the Christian movement faltered. The 

local monarchy also began to unravel, and when it 

did the Portuguese stepped in to take direct control 

of the kingdom. By this time, slavery had become 

one of the main economic activities in the region, 

and slave trade increased dramatically under 

Portuguese rule. The church’s main function 

devolved into baptizing slaves before they were 

shipped off to the Americas. Slave traders considered 

baptism to be an act of Christian mercy because it 

guaranteed slaves a place in heaven if they did not 

survive the journey across the Atlantic, and about a 

quarter did not. Most Africans probably saw baptism 

as nothing more than another part of the terrible 

process of being captured, put on boats, and sent off 

into oblivion.  

Despite Christianity’s association with the evils of 

slavery, a brief revival of Congolese Christianity took 

place in the early 1700s. The revival was led by a 

charismatic prophet named Beatrice Vita Kimpa, who 

declared that Jesus was an African, born in the 

kingdom of the Congo. She criticized the prominence 

of images, such as statues of saints and even the 

crucifix itself, and proposed reforming Christianity 

based on moral principles. Vita Kimpa was arrested 

and executed by the Portuguese authorities. Her 

movement disintegrated, and by the time Western 

missionaries reentered the region in the late 1800s, 

only a very faint memory of Jesus remained.  
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There were many other European Christian forays 

into the continent. Until 1800 all of these expeditions 

were led by Catholics, but in the early nineteenth 

century Protestants began joining the ranks of 

European missionaries serving in Africa. Protestant 

timing was fortuitous since their efforts began just as 

the African slave trade was finally ending. England 

banned slave trading in 1807 and outlawed slavery 

entirely in 1833, and the British navy was instructed 

to stop any boats transporting slaves across the 

Atlantic and to return recaptured slaves to Africa. 

These abolitionist efforts boosted the reputation of 

Christianity, and especially Protestantism, among 

Africans.  

A number of early Protestant missionaries also 

stressed the importance of African leadership within 

the African church. This was especially true of Henry 

Venn, head of the Anglican Church Missionary 

Society (CMS). Venn endorsed what he termed 

“three self” Christianity: every church, wherever it 

was located in the world, ought to be self-governing, 

self-supporting, and self-propagating. In an attempt 

to promote this vision of Christianity in Africa, Venn 

formed a partnership with a recaptured slave named 

Samuel Ajayi Crowther.  

Crowther was from the 

Yoruba tribe in what is 

now Nigeria. He had been 

seized and sold into 

slavery at the age of 

twelve, but was 

recaptured by the British 

navy and resettled in the 

British colony of Sierra 

Leone. Educated by 

Protestant missionaries at 

the famous Fourah Bay 

College, Crowther became 

a Christian and later 

traveled to London to 

complete his ministerial studies. He was ordained an 

Anglican priest in 1843. A few years later, in the mid-

1850s, Venn asked Crowther to start an African-led 

three-self church in the Niger River basin. Crowther 

funded the Niger Mission by mixing river trade with 

evangelism, and an independent and thoroughly 

African Christian community was soon flourishing in 

the region. The project was so successful that 

Crowther was consecrated bishop in 1864. 

Attitudes were changing in Europe, however, and 

Venn’s vision for a genuinely African form of 

Christianity was increasingly seen as unrealistic. A 

new generation of British missionaries felt they 

needed to establish European control over the 

mission to ensure that West African Anglicanism 

remained sufficiently “orthodox,” which meant 

sufficiently similar to Anglicanism as it was practiced 

in Great Britain. Arriving in West Africa in the 1880s, 

they took over the mission and, because of their 

inexperience with local culture, quickly ran it into the 

ground. It would be sixty years before another 

African was appointed bishop, and the hope that 

Crowther and Venn had shared for an independent 

African church languished.  

Missionaries were not the only Europeans settling in 

Africa during these years. Others came seeking 

business opportunities, especially in the southern 

region of the continent. The first European settlers to 

arrive were employees of the Dutch East India 

Company who were there to resupply company ships 

transiting between England and the Spice Islands 

(now part of Indonesia) in Southeast Asia. Begun as a 

company outpost in 1652, the Cape Colony soon 

attracted many other Dutch settlers because of its 

pleasant climate and fertile land. By 1795, the colony 

covered roughly a quarter of present-day South 

Africa.  

The colonization of southern Africa caused racial 

tensions. European settlers pushed some local 

people off their ancestral lands so Europeans could 
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move onto them; they forced others into slavery and 

still others were incorporated into the colony by 

marriage or cohabitation, giving rise to a mixed-race 

population that white South Africans called 

“Coloureds.” When England took control of the Cape 

Colony in the early 1800s, the Dutch Afrikaners fled 

inland (in a journey that is now called the “Great 

Trek”), where they encountered the Zulu nation that 

was also expanding the scope of its domain. 

Overwhelmed by social change from this combined 

Zulu and Afrikaner influx, the various tribes that had 

traditionally inhabited this inland territory were 

thrown into a state of crisis. Trying to put their lives 

back together again, some embraced the gospel. 

When word of these conversions reached Europe, 

scores of missionaries flooded into the region to take 

part in what they hoped would be a great “harvest of 

souls.” By the late 1800s, there were more 

missionaries per person in South Africa than 

anywhere else on earth. 

Many new “mission churches” were created by 

missionaries working in the area, but some Africans 

resisted Western efforts to control the gospel 

message and hoped that more authentically African 

ways of being Christian would emerge. One person 

who played a key role in developing a more 

thoroughly African version of Christianity was a man 

named Ntsikana, a member of the Xhosa tribe. 

Ntsikana was a traditional African who had never 

been particularly attracted to Christianity. One day, 

he was surprised by an unexpected vision of light 

and a sensation that “something”—he was not sure 

how to describe it—of great spiritual or divine power 

had entered his body. He later identified this 

something as Christ. Ntsikana became a lifelong 

worshiper of the Christian God, even though he 

never joined any existing church or created his own. 

Calling himself a candle sent from God to bring light 

to the world, Ntsikana expressed his faith mainly by 

writing hymns, many of them still sung by South 

Africans today. The most famous is called simply the 

“Great Hymn,” and it describes God as a shield, a 

fortress, a refuge, a hunter of souls, and perhaps 

most memorably as “the Great Blanket with which 

we are clothed.” God, as envisioned by Ntsikana, 

loved and cared for all people. Ntsikana’s experience 

convinced many Africans they could approach God 

directly without adopting the European 

understanding of Christianity that missionaries had 

brought to the region.  

These stories from the Congo, the Niger River, and 

South Africa only scratch the surface of Christianity’s 

history in Africa before European colonization began 

in earnest, but they give a sense of its diversity. They 

also reflect the very limited impact that European 

Christianity had on Africa prior to the twentieth 

century. In the late 1800s, the religious map of Africa 

remained almost identical to the map of 1400. While 

the gospel had been newly introduced to many parts 

of Africa, it had taken root in only a few limited 

locations. Perhaps 5 percent of the continent’s 

population was now Christian, but most of these 

Christians were clustered in Egypt, Ethiopia, and 

South Africa. In the rest of Africa, Christianity was 

hardly known at all. 
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The Colonial Era (1885 to 1960)  

A new era in the history of African Christianity began 

in the late nineteenth century when the nations of 

Europe unilaterally decided to take control of the 

continent. The motivation was largely economic. The 

industrial age was dawning, and European nations 

were searching for cheap natural resources. Between 

1885 and 1915, Belgium, France, Germany, Great 

Britain, Italy, Portugal, and Spain engaged in a great 

“scramble for Africa.” When the frenzy of colonial 

conquest was over, almost every inch of the 

continent had been claimed by some European 

nation, with Ethiopia and Liberia being the sole 

exceptions. Great Britain and France were the most 

aggressive colonizers. France controlled most of 

West Africa and parts of central Africa, and England 

claimed much of eastern and southern Africa along 

with Ghana, Nigeria, and Sierra Leone in the west. 

While colonization was clearly intended to benefit 

Europe, many Europeans also felt it was their 

responsibility to help Africa join the modern world. 

They assumed that Western European civilization 

represented the pinnacle of human history, and they 

felt obligated to help other, less-modernized cultures 

become more like Europeans. In the parlance of the 

day, this was the colonial “white man’s burden.” But 

rather than being exposed to the best of European 

culture, Africans working for colonists often 

experienced the worst. Under the personal rule of 

King Leopold of Belgium, for example, thousands of 

Africans in the Congo were worked to death on 

rubber plantations and gold mines. Conditions 

became so horrific that the Belgian government 

finally intervened, taking control away from the king 

and trying to make amends.  

Christianity and colonization were closely connected 

during this era. Many missionaries, like many 

colonial political rulers, believed that part of their 

role was to bring modern civilization to Africa. 

European Protestants considered literacy, hard work, 

time consciousness, democracy, and self-discipline—

all hallmarks of modern, Western culture—to be 

necessary components of Christian living. Catholics 

held similar views. Pope Pius XI explained in his 

encyclical Rerum ecclesiae (1926) that the Catholic 

Church existed in order to “spread the light of the 

Gospel and the benefits of Christian culture and 

civilization to the peoples who [sit] in darkness and 

in the shadow of death.” Missionaries and colonial 

governments often worked closely together, 

especially in the area of education. Missionaries 

started schools as a way to win converts for Christ, 

and European governments benefitted from an 

educated native workforce that could help them run 

their colonies. Because most missionaries provided 

these services at no cost to the state, governments 

frequently gave missionaries near-monopoly control 

over education in colonial Africa.  

Relationships between missionaries and colonial 

governments were not, however, always congenial. 

Missionaries were often the most vocal critics of the 

colonial enterprise because they witnessed the 

effects of harmful colonial policies and reprehensible 

behavior by some colonial officials. Colonial 

governments, in turn, supported missionary efforts 

only when they advanced the colonial cause. In 

predominantly Muslim territories, the presence of 
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Christian missionaries who were aggressively seeking 

converts inevitably produced religious tension and 

made governing more difficult. Thus the French 

government often barred Christian missionaries from 

the predominantly Muslim parts of Africa that they 

controlled, and Great Britain did the same, even to 

the point of favoring Muslims over local Coptic 

Orthodox Christians in Egypt.  

The thousands of missionaries who worked in Africa 

during the colonial era were far from identical. Some 

were pompous, and others were humble. Some were 

joyful, while others were cranky. Some were well 

educated, and others not. They also held widely 

divergent theological opinions. What they shared in 

common was tremendous religious fervency. These 

were not ordinary Christians but zealots, eager to 

pass their own spiritual energy on to their African 

converts. This intensity of faith became even more 

pronounced in the 1930s when American 

missionaries began to outnumber those from 

Europe. American missionaries in Africa were 

disproportionately drawn from the  fundamentalist 

and evangelical churches, and many of them were 

associated with “faith missions” that required 

missionaries to raise their own support from friends 

and family members rather than receive a fixed 

salary from a denomination. After being introduced 

to Christianity by such intensely devoted 

missionaries, many African Christians came to 

assume that zeal and fervency were part of the 

normal Christian experience.  

While Christianity flourished in Africa, partly because 

of the work and dedication of all these Western 

missionaries, Christianity would never have 

succeeded as it has if Africans themselves had not 

taken up the work of spreading the gospel. The 

names of most of the thousands of African 

evangelists who crisscrossed the continent during 

these years have been forgotten because they were 

not included in written records, but their impact was 

tremendous.  

One of the most remarkable of these individuals, and 

one of the few known by name, was William Wade 

Harris. Harris was born and reared in Liberia and 

converted to Christianity as a young adult. Drawn 

toward politics, he was arrested and imprisoned by 

the colonial government. He said that while he was 

in jail he was visited by the angel Gabriel, who 

summoned him to be a prophet. Released from 

prison in 1910, Harris began preaching the gospel up 

and down the African coast between Ghana and 

Sierra Leone. A powerful preacher and phenomenal 

healer, all he carried on his journeys was a Bible, a 

cross, a rattle (to signal his presence), and a bowl (for 

baptisms). He was adamantly opposed to African 

traditional religion, and he required converts to burn 

their fetishes and to become monogamous. Harris is 

credited with converting one hundred thousand 

Africans to Christianity. He could easily have started 

his own new church, but he insisted that his only 

calling was to preach the gospel. Harris told his 

converts that other Christian leaders would soon 

arrive, and they would organize churches. When 

Methodist missionaries came to the region a few 

years later, they found thousands of African 

Christians waiting to welcome them.  

As the nineteenth century drew to a close, there 

were countless African preachers, prophets, 

teachers, and evangelists traversing the continent. 

Unlike Harris, many of them were eager to found 

their own new churches that were entirely African in 

origin and organization. These new African 

Independent or African Initiated Churches (AICs) first 

began to appear in South Africa in the late 1800s, 

and their numbers grew exponentially following the 

First World War. Members of these churches 

proclaimed a gospel of “good news” for Africans in 

contrast to what they viewed as the anti-African 

message of Christianity being spread around the 
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continent by many Western missionaries. Missionary 

Christianity said that ancestors were irrelevant, that 

miracles rarely happened, and that dreams and 

visions did not matter. Many Africans discovered a 

very different message when they read the Bible for 

themselves, finding support for the acceptability of 

polygamy (except for bishops), the importance of 

saints and ancestors, the expectation that miracles 

were common, and the significance of dreams and 

visions as ways for God to communicate with 

individuals. After concluding that missionary 

Christianity was not biblical, they left the missionary 

churches and launched their own new, independent 

congregations and denominations. By the 1960s, 

more than six thousand AICs had been established 

across the continent. 

The colonial era left a mixed legacy. Colonization 

clearly contributed to the destruction of traditional 

African ways of life, but Western missionaries and 

their African associates also built schools and 

hospitals, helped moderate the harshness of colonial 

rule, and shared the gospel with many individuals 

who otherwise would never have heard about Jesus. 

In terms of sheer numbers, the growth of Christianity 

was impressive. At the beginning of the colonial era, 

roughly 5 percent of the African population was 

Christian. By the time colonialism ended, almost a 

third of Africa’s population was Christian, including 

45 million Catholics, 35 million Protestants, 20 

million members of the new African Independent 

Churches, and 20 million members of the old 

Orthodox churches of Egypt and Ethiopia.  

 

Check back next month to continue the rest of 

African History…. 

 

 

 

 

 

Jacobsen, Douglas. Global Gospel (pp. 55-57). Baker Publishing 

Group. Kindle Edition.  
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Sunshine was beautiful. Everybody was calm 
and sleepy. Lying in the sun.  
 
Horses were near the fence, as was Jenny.  
 
Went in the gate at the top of the hill. The cat 
by my side.  
 
Jenny walked away. Turned around. Looked at 
me. I walked away in opposite direction. She 
walked toward me. I took a few more steps 
away.  Talked to and loved on the horses and 
cat. Then started to talk to Jenny. Always 
saying her name. She stepped closer. Closer. 
Got closer than I thought she would for the first 
day. She walked around one horse to stand at 
the water trough. Stared at me. Then walked 
back around. Took some steps closer. Stared. 
Her ears were forward. They moved with voice 
tone change. She was really paying attention.  
 
I talked to her for about 15 minutes. Always 
saying her name. Then all but the cat lost 
interest. Went to the bottom of the hill to eat. 
 
Will go back tomorrow and do it again.  
 
Will make sure I don't accidentally take the cat 
home. Lol. What a sweetie.  
 
 
Linda 

Chronicles of 

Jenny 

By Linda Gauthier 
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