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Let the wicked abandon his way,  

And the unrighteous person his 

thoughts;  

And let him return to the L ORD , 

And He will have compassion on him,  

And to our God,  

For He will abundantly pardon.  

Isaiah 55:7  
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1  RESURRECTION   

The resurrection story is the account of Jesus Christ rising from the 

dead after being crucified on the cross and buried in the tomb. Accounts 

of the story can be found in Matthew 28:1 -20, Mark 16:1 -20, Luke 24:1 -49, 

and John 20:1 -21:25.  
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28 Now after the Sabbath, as it began 

to dawn toward the first day of the 

week, Mary Magdalene and the other 

Mary came to look at the tomb. 2  And 

behold, a severe earthquake had oc-

curred, for an angel of the Lord de-

scended from heaven and came and 

rolled away the stone, and sat upon it. 

3 And his appearance was like light-

ning, and his clothing as white as 

snow. 4 The guards shook from fear of 

him and became like dead men. 5  And 

the angel said to the women, òDo not 

be afraid; for I know that you are look-

ing for Jesus who has been crucified. 

6 He is not here, for He has risen, just 

as He said. Come, see the place where 

He was lying. 7  And go quickly and tell 

His disciples that He has risen from 

the dead; and behold, He is going 

ahead of you to Galilee. There you will 

see Him; behold, I have told you.ó 

8 And they left the tomb quickly with 

fear and great joy, and ran to report to 

His disciples. 9  And behold, Jesus met 

them and said, òRejoice!ó And they 

came up and took hold of His feet, and 

worshiped Him. 10  Then Jesus said to 

them, òDo not be afraid; go, bring word 

to My brothers to leave for Galilee, and 

there they will see Me.ó 

11 Now while they were on their way, 

some of the men from the guard came 

into the city and reported to the chief 

priests all that had happened. 12  And 

when they had assembled with the el-

ders and consulted together, they gave 

a large sum of money to the soldiers, 

13 and said, òYou are to say, ôHis disci-

ples came at night and stole Him while 

we were asleep.õ 14 And if this comes 

to the governorõs ears, we will appease 

him and keep you out of trouble.ó 

15 And they took the money and did as 

they had been instructed; and this sto-

ry was widely spread among the Jews 

and is to this day.  

16 But the eleven disciples proceeded 

to Galilee, to the mountain which Je-

sus had designated to them. 17  And 

when they saw Him, they worshiped 

Him; but some were doubtful. 18  And 

Jesus came up and spoke to them, say-

ing, òAll authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to Me. 19  Go, 

therefore, and make disciples of all the 

nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, 20  teaching them to follow all 

that I commanded you; and behold, I 

am with you always, to the end of the 

age.ó 

5  

Matthew 28:1-20 
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WHY RESURRECTION IS IMPORTANT   

 The resurrection of Jesus is important for several reasons. First, the         

resurrection witnesses to the immense power of God Himself. To believe in the 

resurrection is to believe in God. If God exists, and if He created the universe and 

has power over it, then He has power to raise the dead. If He does not have such 

power, He is not worthy of our faith and worship. Only He who created life can 

resurrect it after death, only He can reverse the hideousness that is death itself, 

and only He can remove the sting and gain the victory over the grave                    

(1 Corinthians 15:54 ð55). In resurrecting Jesus from the grave, God reminds us of 

His absolute sovereignty over life and death.  

 The resurrection of Jesus Christ is also important because it validates who 

Jesus claimed to be, namely, the Son of God and Messiah. According to Jesus, His 

resurrection was the òsign from heavenó that authenticated His ministry 

(Matthew 16:1 ð4). The resurrection of Jesus Christ, attested to by hundreds of 

eyewitnesses (1 Corinthians 15:3 ð8), provides irrefutable proof that He is the   

Savior of the world.  

 Another reason the resurrection of Jesus Christ is important is that it 

proves His sinless character and divine nature. The Scriptures said Godõs òHoly 

Oneó would never see corruption (Psalm 16:10), and Jesus never saw corruption, 

even after He died (see Acts 13:32ð37). It was on the basis of the resurrection of 

Christ that Paul preached, òThrough Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to 

you. Through him everyone who believes is set free from every sinó (Acts 13:38ð

39). 
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 The resurrection is the triumphant and glorious victory for every believer. 

Jesus Christ died, was buried, and rose the third day according to the Scriptures 

(1 Corinthians 15:3 ð4). And He is coming again! The dead in Christ will be raised 

up, and those who are alive at His coming will be changed and receive new, glori-

fied bodies (1 Thessalonians 4:13ð18) (1 Corinthians 15:51 -54). Why is the resur-

rection of Jesus Christ important? It proves who Jesus is. It demonstrates that 

God accepted Jesusõ sacrifice on our behalf. It shows that God has the power to 

raise us from the dead. It guarantees that the bodies of those who believe in 

Christ will not remain dead but will be resurrected unto eternal life.  
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